
9 Signs of Human Trafficking and What to Do if You Spot It

Description

Human trafficking is a real problem throughout the world. It destroys a countless number of lives and
families. When a person is forced to perform sex acts against their will, they are victims of sex
trafficking. Perhaps youâ€™ve wondered what you can do about this global issue or asked, â€œWhat
can I do to be more aware of trafficking, and what do I do if I suspect someone is a victim of human
trafficking?â€• Here are some warning signs to look out for and what you can do about it.

1. A Controlling Adult
This person can be a â€œsponsor,â€• guardian or any other title. The victim will rarely be alone and will
say very little when their handler is around. This person also monitors the victimâ€™s communications,
spending and whereabouts. You can offer to reach out to a sex crime lawyer on their behalf.

2. Works in the Sex Industry
Everyone who works in the sex industry is not a victim, but those who are in this industry are more likely
to be a victim of sex crimes. It is much easier for these individuals to be pressured into performing sex
acts.

3. Owe Money to an Employer
Victims of labor trafficking sometimes owe money to their employer because the employer is exploiting
the victim. Oftentimes victims are underpaid and not paid the wages they were promised.

4. Work in Isolated and Dangerous Conditions
Laborers who are isolated from their support system are more easily exploited. Not only are working
conditions dangerous, victims do not have the proper safety equipment to do the job and living
conditions are often deplorable. You can report this to the National Human Trafficking hotline.

5. Express a Want to Leave Sex Industry
Strippers, prostitutes and other sex workers that disclose to you that they would like to quit the sex
business but donâ€™t think they can for fear of retaliation or losing their life could be a trafficking
victim.
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6. No Control Over Their Identifying Documents
If someone doesnâ€™t have control of their ID, passport or visa, they may be a victim. Traffickers will
remove identification from their victims to make their escape difficult and as a way to coerce them into
illegal activities.

7. Signs of Physical Abuse
Far too often trafficking victims are physically abused. Their traffickers arenâ€™t concerned about a
victimâ€™s well being, and abuse is a tool used to keep victims in line. If you notice bruises or other
abrasions, ask if they need help. If they do, you can notify local law enforcement.

8. Scripted Responses
When conversation seems rehearsed and unnatural, there may be a problem. Victims are instructed to
attract as little attention to themselves for a reason. Thatâ€™s why knowing what to say is important to
victimization.

9. Underage Prostitute
Minors who are in the sex industry are victims of trafficking according to the law. So if you spot an
underage prostitute there is definitely trouble afoot.

If you come across a person you think is benign trafficked, you can call the NCMEC, notify law
enforcement or contact an attorney. You are not powerless in this fight.
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