
8 Signs of Brake Problems: Never Ignore These

Description

Investing in professional brake services is something vehicle owners canâ€™t put off. All brake parts
and components have a lifespan and they should be serviced and replaced based on the wear and tear
they experience.

While it can be difficult to tell when brakes need repairs for some, there are a few telltale signs that it is
time to visit Hammâ€™s Tires for brake service and repairs. Keep reading to learn what these signs
are.

1. The Brake Light Is On

If a driver noticed the yellow or red brake indicator on the dashboard, it may mean an inspection is
needed. It may also be a sign the smart electronics have detected a problem.

If the parking brake is engaged, it may cause the light to come on, as well. Make sure to release the
brake fully to ensure that is not the problem.

2. Grinding, Squeaking, or Squealing Sounds

If a person begins to hear high-pitched sounds when they push the brake, it is likely the brake pad wear
indicators. These are made of steel, which is why they create this sound when they come in contact
with the rotor. This issue is letting the driver know the pads are worn out and must be replaced.

3. Scraping, Vibrations, or Wobbling When Pressing the Brake

If someone notices vibration or shaking of the steering wheel when they apply the brakes, the issue
may be an uneven rotor. The brake rotor is a big disc that sits inside the wheels. When the brake is
pressed, the pad will hug the rotor, slowing down the vehicle. The rotors need to be smooth and even.

4. Leaking Fluid

If someone is experiencing a soft brake pedal, they should have a professional mechanic inspect the
master cylinder to see if there is fluid leaking. There may be fluid leaking from other parts of the brake
system, too. If the master cylinder is leaking, there will be no power to the brakes, which can result in
an accident.

5. Soft or Spongy Brake Pedal

Is there a different level of resistance in the brake pedal? Does it feel softer than usual? If so, it is a sign
that immediate service is needed. There may be moisture or air in the braking system, or again, the
issue may be with the master cylinder.

6. Call Pulls to One Side When Pressing the Brake
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This may be caused by a caliper problem or a brake hose that is not working. One of the brake calipers
may be applying more or even all the pressure when braking, which results in unbalanced stopping.

7. Burning Odor While Driving

A chemical or sharp odor after hard braking on steeper roads is an indication of overheated brakes or
even a clutch. Pull over right away to check the parking brake. If this is not the issue, get the vehicle to
a mechanic right away.

8. Bouncing Up and Down

If the vehicle bounces or rocks when braking sharply, it may not be a brake issue. In this case, the
issue may be the shock absorbers.

If any of the brake-related issues mentioned here are seen, it is a good idea to get to a mechanic right
away. The longer a person waits, the more issues that may occur.

Itâ€™s very important to regularly check on your carâ€™s brakes. Sometimes, all it takes to prevent is
an accident it something as small as having good brakes. Otherwise, you may fall at risk of getting into
a car accident and youâ€™ll be researching for an auto accident lawyer near me. So just be mindful
and get your brakes to check regularly, this little task can make a huge impact.
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